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HE Account publiſhed in 
ESE! ſome late News-Papers of 
che honourable Acquital of 

- F en Officer, concerning whoſe 

| Conduct and Character there 

| — 3 ſuch a Diverſity of Opinions, has 

Ape many to endeayour at a more 
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1 
clear and particular Idea of him. I hap- 
pen d, among others, to be infected with 
this Curioſity; and could I have attained 


the Satisfaction I wiſh'd, T ſhould have 


thought my ſmall Expence and Trouble 
ſufficiently rewarded. - I am a Man of ſome 
little Experience ini the World, andi fre- 
quent Peruſer of News- papers, where I 
think I have met oftner with this Gentle- 
man's Name, than with moſt Officers of 
his Rank. or Standing, and almoſt always 


to his Advantage. But as I have the Plea- 


ſure of a liberal and various Acquaintance, 


he has been oſten, of late, the Argument, 


I may rather ſay, than the Subject of our 
Converſation. - I think I have purchaſed | 

and read all that has been publiſhed con- 
cerning, for, or againit him; and could 
only conclude at laſt, that I had diſ- 
covered this peculiar Circumſtance of the 
Gentleman, That he has been the Subject 


of the higheſt Incomiums and ſeyereſt Tn | 
vectives; and that he has had very great 


Friends, and numerous Adverſaries: But 


as neither Favour nor Enmity are im- 
ee x found the Wele too deep. How- 


yer, © 


1 


ever, as my. Reſearches produced ſome ex- 
traordi nary Contraſts, and Perſons of ſu- 
perior Penetration may be able to arrive at 
ſome Concluſion from ſuch Premiſes as 
afford me very little, you will certainly 
oblige many of its Readers, by inſerting 
what offer'd itſelf to my Enquiries into a 
Charader ſo variouſly reported, ſo little 
aſcertai 1ed. And this I imagined the moſt 
ſeaſonable and candid Juncture of publiſh- 
ing it, when the Gentleman's Acquital 
may convince the Reader, the Writer really 
wiſh'd him exact and perfe& Juſtice, being 
unwilling before to recite any. Quotations 
or Opinions, which might either injure him, 
by endeayouring to render him very ex- 
ceſſive Honours, or which might renew 
1 former Prejudices againſt him. 


T I with his Eulogies, I could 
wiſh to refer the Reader to the Louaun 
Magazine for November, 17 44, where he 
will find, in a profeſs'd Parallel between 
the great Earl of Peterborough” and this 
Officer, more particularly than I have Room 
to relate, that the Latter learnꝭd the Art 

—W 9 e 


ol War under the great Eugene, and that he 


might have roſe abroad, but for his great 
natural Love to the Service of his Country. 
That he exemplified the Skill he had im- 
bibed, by repulſing the Spaniards from 
G.. . . a; the Neceſſity of which daring 
Action is compared there to that of the 
Battle of Agincourt. The Writer endea- 
vours to compare the Siege of St A.......e, . 
which was ineffectual, to the Taking of 
Barcelona, which Hiſtory records as a 


grand Atchieyement : And the Mifcarriage 


of that Siege is laid to the Charge of 
a. Aſter a pretty long f 
Detail of ſuch Panegyric, as I aſſure my- 
{elf the General bluſh'd to read, it ſeems 
to wind up in the following Manne. 


« By what I hear, the General's Mo- 
« deration, and the Simplicity of his 


©«-whole Behaviour, his Prudence, his Vir- 


tue, his Delight in doing Good, his real 
* Regard to Merit, his unaffected Sincerity 


in all his Actions, his great Knowledge 


and Experience, his generous Care and 
4 Concern for his Fellow-Creatures, his 
OR Mercy 


— 


i [9 ] 
« Mercy and Benevolence, ſhewn on many 
<« Occaſions, will ſcarce admit of any Pa- 
« rallel, or none but my Lord Peter- 
« borough's.” Now, as the Earl of Peter- 
| borough was dead long before the Date of 
this Parallel, the Writer of it evidently 
inſers, that this Gentleman is the beſt Man 
and greateſt Captain of his Time. And 
indeed ſome Latin Verſes from Lucan, im- 
mediate;y annexcd to this Quotation, plain- 
ty ſugg iſt, that former Captains may have 
been fortunate, but this: * r is 
meritorious. 55 430 


{ 


5 On the other Hand, Those 5 1 
determined to blaſt his Lautels, ask, IHF 
the making a Parade for a Campaign 
under Prince Eugene was really ſufficient 
to inſtil the Art of War into a very young 
Gentleman. They, are utterly averſe to 
allowing him the Honour of ſuch a Degree 
of Intimacy with the Prince, as might be 
very infiruftiye to him; and ſeem, very 


cConfident he was never ſammon'd to any 


| of his Councils. They N his Conduct 
1 
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one Colonel P. 
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at the Siege of . e, as an Inſtance 
of his utter want of Military Skill. They 
produce the Journal of an old Officer in 
his own Regiment, declaring there was not 
one Soldier-like Attempt before the Place. 


They bring Depoſitions to prove, that 


hen ſome Officers in the C.. 4 Re- 
giment offer d to burn the Town, and 


drive all the Inhabitants into the Caſtle 
with 300 Men, that the General prevented 
it; tho' his Propoſal in CC. . . 4 was wh 
ſurprize them by a ſudden Attempt; and 
ſwear, that he declared/ the Method in 
all Sieges was to make a Feint, and then 
retire ; Md That he did accordingly march 


back at leaft twenty-five Miles, immedi- 
ately after alarming the Place. They bring 


other Depoſitions to prove, that he never 


planted a Gun within leſs than a Mile, at 


the neareſt, of the Caſtle he was to be 


| fiege. They further depoſe, that he ſuf 


fered the greateſt Part of 140 Men, under 
vs to be cut "oY for 


-. ® Joe the Report of the — Siege of S. Bos, 
Reply to the NOOR a: Se. 
want 


— 
+, Yan9 


want of due Support and Communication; 
and charge him, upon Oath, with ſeveral 
other Inſtances of ill Conduct on ne 
Siege. They quote Colonel &. 
the Truſtees Secretary in G. a Is 
cording, that the General releaſed a Se- 
curity of a Thouſand Pounds Sterling, in 
which the Magiſtrates - there had bound 
one Caleb D.. „ a reputed Papiſt, and 
Trader t A.......e, and his Sureties, 
not to gd ſecreely to A 555.728, alter. 
the Declatation of War; ; and that having 
cancell'd ſuch Security, he took his ſingle 
Bond for a Hundred Pounds for the fame 
Purpoſe, and immediately commiſſion'd him 
to go a Privateering. They ſhew, that when 
this D. 9 went afterwards with the Ge- 
neral as à Tranſport or Tender at the 
Siege, he veſuſed to pilot the Boats that 
were to attack the Half-Gallies ; and af. 
firm, -thaj the Night when it was reſolyed 
in a Conſultation to attack them, two of 
D. . Spaniſh Sailor's went off in a 
Corus intd 4. e; aſter which the 
Half-Gallies were drawn up every Night 
under the Caſtle, They affirm, the Pro- 
vince 


an 


* 
„ 
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yince of C. 4 gave, to the full, all the 


Affiſtance they had promis d, and could af- 


fard; and ask where was the great General- 
ſhip. of going: with leis ome be en 
3 * M. 5 


Wich 3 to "the Aae of the 9 4 


3 from G. 4, they deny there 


were near Goo, as the General's Friends 
aſſert, and endeavour to prove, that the 
Craſt, they are allowed to come in, could 


not tranſport much above half the Number. 


They are forc'd however to admit, that 


ſeveral Spamards were kill'd out of an ad- 


vanc'd Party of 200, and ſay, that the Re- 
mainder flying back in a Panic, reported, 


the Woods were full of Iudiams. They 


ſuggeſt, that ſome Differences between the 


principal Officer from the Havanna, and the 
Governor of A. . e conduc'd to this Re- 
treat, which, they 275 was render'd ſtill 


more precipitate by the Appearance of ſome 


Ships, which the Spaniards apprehended to 
be the Succours expected from South 
ECL 


To 


l 
To reſume the more agreeable Article of 
Applauſe; I ſhould refer the Reader to the 
entire Peruſal of a very florid Pamphlet, 
entitled, An Account of an- Expedition to 
the Gates of A... «+0; e, where the General's 
Eloquence and Sar Talents, his moral 
and military Merit, are inforcd thro every 
Page, by a Ferſon, who ſeems to have 
been an Ear and Eye Witneſs of them, and 
who profeſſes, he ſpould account ir the great- 
ft Happineſs in Life to be able to recommend 
himſelf to ſo great a Man as the General. But 
this Narrative, which'is made up of an un- 
Saunen Mixture of the ſublime and pictu- 


only tel few Facts, Vis; That — fail'd 
on and ſail'd off, letrd en umd marchꝰd 
off; that their Iudiaus got four or five Scalps 
and loft one; and that the Army in their 
Return were at firſt ſurpriz d, and after- 
wards diverted by a Polecat, which they 
killd at ank. | [ a "05g y j * Pr "4 8 ＋ 


1 feioully perdehdel at feſt this Per- 
CIR was the Production of ſome Wag, 
who was no Friend to the General; and 


that it was intended as a Burleſque on 3 
-W his 


his Friends call his Love of Glory, his Va- 
lour and Vivacity; and his Enemies, lris 
Quixotiſm. But I learn'd, by great Acci- 
dent, that the Author, whoſe Name is ei- 
ther CD or Kn. r, intended it very 
zealeufly in the General's. behalf. When 1 
was convincd of this, I muſt conſeßs, it, in 
ſome meaſure, abated my Opinion of the 
General's | great Underſtanding and fine 
Taſte, to bear ſuch glaring Panegyri ric un- 
der his very Noſtrils, as his Enemses ſup- 
poſe him privy to its Publication, which 
indeed happen d ſome Time after his Arri- 
val here. A Man who could reliſh fo much 
ſheer Applauſe, might fafely ſay with 
Tully, Audion ſum quam ſatis eſt Gloria. 
Beſides, were it poſſible to deſerve it all, 
it ſeems imprudent to admit it, as it ele- 
vates a Man as a Mark for Envy to ſhoot 

. p 
8 the Encomiumne 8 on this 
Gentleman by his Officers, who ought cer- 
tainly to know his Merit, may be thought 
to come from too partial a Quarter; and to 
depend, in ſome Nunn, on their Subor- 
ordination 


| | | 


Les 


dination to him. But as military Gentle- 
men are not to learn, that Truth and Ho- 
nour are very nearly ſynonymous, I think 


a proper Reſpect is due to whatever any of 


his Officers have been pleas'd: to certify, 
with Regard to his Worth and Abilities, 
which one of them has very ſignally cele- 
brated i in his ſevere Anſwer to the Siege 7 
A. . . e, entitled, The Spaniſh Hireling, 
; detefted If this Gentleman had really 
prov'd that Author in the Saniſh Pay, it 
would certainly have taken off all the 
Force of his Reply to the Spaniſh Hireling. 
This Reply, feems to abound with quaint 
Wittieiſms, and I think the Stile ſomewhat 
affected; but the Author has this material 
Advinige: that he does not barely deny 
the Facts the Lieutenants had advanc'd 
gratis, but ſeems to diſprove moſt of them 
by the Atteſtations of ſeveral Perſons on 
Oath. ' But then it muſt be conſider'd, 
_ theſe Depoſition were taken three or Mode 
| thouſand Miles off, and that the Evidences 
were never croſs examin'd. And if the 
Author of the Spaniſh Hireling had not de- 
p his Adverſary too much to re-join to 
| C 2 his 


— 
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- his Reply, tis very poſſible he might have 


been able to produce à ſufficient Evidence 


from G. 4, the very next Colony, 


to invalidate moſt of the material Points 
the other ſeems to have prov d. For when 
the Honour of a Perſon of Conſequence is 
in Queſtion, I think it is but fair to con- 
ſider, not only what has, but what might 
be further urged in his rene if it. . 
been Jadg'd 1 | : 


911 fit N 17 F SOFT 


10 I have obſerv'd Aa de Bickering - 
Den the General and the People of 


Go «+ «4 CVET ſince the Siege of A. isþ E, 
I was told, upon enquiring into the Cauſe 
of it, on one Hand, that they look d with 

envious Eyes on their hopeſul State of their 
Siſter Colony, and had taken every Occa- 
ſion of doing it ill Offices, of even plotting 
to betray it to the Spaniards, and of vili- 
fying the Conſtitution and Adminiſtration 
of the Government there, to preyent its 
further Increaſe and Eſtabliſhment. I Was 
inform'd, on the other Hand, by Perſons 
who had been in both Colonies, that all 


this was both untrue and abſurd. That 
| the 


on Num, imported for ſeveral Vears to the 


; 


Wh t! . 
the Inereaſe and Strength of Gais 
would ſetiſibly increaſe che Security vand == 
Value of Property in Carolina; and would 


ſahe a great Part of their public Expences 
in Gariſons, Scout-Boats, &c. That this 


was ſo well known in Charles Town, that 
Collections had been made there, and-that 
great Numbers of Cattle, Hogs, &c, had 


been given: by them to the firſt Settlers. 
That Goveinor Bull particularly contti- 


buted the Aſſiſtance of ſeveral Negro Car 
penters, Sawyers, &c, and gave them this 
Preſence and Advice, with Regard to thieir 


figſt Eſtabliſhment. And that, finallyß the 
Legiſlature there, appropriated the Duty 


9 7 of GA a. They add, if they 
ad really! wiſh'd the Extinction of tat 
Golony, they ſhould have great Obligatiens 
to the General ſor his Method of conduct 
ing and governing it, which had effedtudlly 
drove ſeveral of its Inhabitants to ſhiſt 
among them. They affirm; theſe» Pucts 
never had been, nor could be juſtly "66112 


teſted ; and indeed, if they are true, they 


are far from I" the 2 of Caro- 
| ina 
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tina to the Settlement of G. . 4. They 


who part with Money never feign. 


- Theſe Carolinians add, their Reſentment 
is wholly confin'd to the General ; who, 
ſoon after theſe public and private Benefac- 
tions to the Colony, ſtay'd the Rum of 


their Traders, that was going to the Indian 


Country up the Savanna River, the com- 
mon Boundary of both Provinces. They 


the | Effefts of their Merchants trading 


among the Indians, in common with others 


of his Majeſty's Subjects: And that, laſtly, 
he put them to a great and fruitleſs Expence 

about the Siege of A. e, without ever 
attempting to execute the Plan he had pro- 
pos d to, and concerted with them. On 


the other Hand, the General's Friends ſay, 


the Defeat of the Siege is owing to them 
and their Canaille; neither can I pretend 
to diſcover where the Fault lay; it only 
ſeems clear, the Caſtle was ne'er hurt be- 
tween them. ef 7%. 


Theſe 


affirm, that he alſo ſent up Agents to ſeize 


{ 19 1 
1 heſe irritated People are not content 


with thinking very lightly of his military 
Knowledge; they affect to make the ut- 


moſt Jeſt of his Moderation, his Sincerity, 


his Benevolence, Sc; and I have heard 


ſome of them ſo ſhameleſsly prejudiced, as 


to conclude, he muſt have been the Author 
of ſuch Panegyrics himſelf. They aver, 
thai! While he ruled in G.. . . 4, he con- 
fine d one Watſon to the Log-houſe for 
three Years,, wanting a few Days, on Pre- 
tence of Lunacy, for ſaying he had kill'd 


an Indian; meaning, by drinking Rum 


with him; tho' his Magiſtrates could not 


Prevail with the Jury to bring in any other 


Verdict than that he was guilty. of an un- 
guarded. Expreſſion. That what Fortune 


Iaiſon had, Which was all in the Indiau 


Trade, was in the mean Time attack'd and 
expended on ſubſiſting him in Priſon, from 
whence, they ſay, he was not releaſed till 
after a Hearing before his moſt ſacred Ma- 
jeſty in Council, where the Caſe was re- 
ceived with a juſt Indignation, and his im- 
mediate F ordered. 


ö They 
a 
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They mention the Caſe of Mr William 
"Stirling as an ironical Inſtance of his great 
Mercy and Benevolence. They ſay, that 
upon ſome old Grudge about ſigning a Pe- 
tition, but, under Pretence of his being a 
Spaniſh Spy, he woe bim Priſoner on the 
Main-Guard in .. a, on the Allow- 
ance of Bread and Water, between eight 
and nine Months, till he contracted a Fe- 
ver and Dropſy, and was reported to be 
in a very bad Way. That he then ſent 
him in an open Boat to S.. . 4 Town, 
10 Miles back in the Country, to anſwer 
a Debt of thirty Pounds Sterling, the Ma- 

giſtrates ſaid be "pi the ' honourable 


| Fruftees 'of EG. ; and that not the 


leaſt Evidence, or even u Semi ever ap- 
pear'd to decuſe him of any Spaniſh Cor- 
refpondence. That theſe Magiſtrates told 
hirn he might order an Attorney to appear 
for | him, and go where he would. That he 
went from thenee, in an open Boat provi- 
ded for him, to Charles Tcum in South- 
Carolina, where he dy'd" diſeaſed and 
broken-hearted in three Days aſter his Ar- 


rival; but n. ade an Atteſtation of all his 
Hard- 


[2x] 

Hardſhips before he dy'd; which, it ſeems, 

has been printed at Charles - Town. 
This Gentleman was only Brother and next 
Heir to Sir James Stirling, Bart, of G. 
rat in Scotland. They declaim alſo on 
many other Oppreſſions of a leſs Nature. 
But we ſee Sir James is very quiet, and 


cannot ſuppoſe he would compromiſe the 
. Murther of his Brother and Heir, if he 
conſider d his Death as ſuch. 


Ne ow ſuppoſing all theſe Allegations falſe, 
it has been, at leaſt, imprudent to ſtir up 
ſuch implacable Enemies. And if they are 
- merely Forgeries, I mall ſeriouſly rejoice 
to ſee the Authors of them fairly hang d. 
But while they aver them at preſent, and 
pretend they can proye them, we can only 
| fay, the Scene is very remote, and the Ge- 
neral has committed nothing like them 
here, where he has liv'd much longer than 
ö in O.. 4. We have neyer heard, that 
| he has impriſon'd, ſtarv'd, kill'd, or even 
oppreſs d any one among us: Nay, tis well 
known, that he was a zealous Member and 
Chairman of a Committee appointed to in- 
ſpect into the Oppreſſions of Goalers. He 
4 5 is 
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is allow'd to be very Kind and beneficent 


to his Officers, and to have had a due Re- 
gard to their Merit and Preferment, as on 
their Part, the much greater N Auen have 
neyer been wanting in their Duty and Ob- 


ſequiouſneſs. The few refractory Ones have 


met with their Rewards too, one having 
been diſhonourably broke, and the other 
coming to an untimely End in G. 4. 


But they would never be rul'd, . and fan- 


cy'd, perhaps, they knew as much as 
Prince Eugene s Pupil. 


is methinks I hav penn too much 


Time, and taken too much Notice of ſuch 


remote Circumſtances. The Occaſion of 
this Gentleman's late Trial is the Point that 
muſt affect all true Britons in the moſt ex- 


quiſite Manner. If the Delay that has been 
ſuppoſed at Shap, had been attended (as 
| ſome imagine a Delay might, without the 
ſignal Interpoſition of Providence) with 
any Injury to our Deliverer, under God 
and his Majeſty, his Royal Highneſs the 
Duke, what horrid Apprehenſions does the 
very Imagination ſuggeſt to us! What ge- 


neral Diſtraction might not the Prevention 
* 


* 


— 
— * 
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of the Battle of Culloden have been attend- 
ed with! So that the General's Acquital, 
on this Head, muſt give the greateſt Satiſ- 
faction to himſelf and all his Friends, as 
the Life of any Subject would have page 
a very inſignificant” Attonement for any 
Neglect that might have expos'd 

A Life Barraxx IA deems her own. 

As People will be variouſly affected with 
the Courſe of Proceedings on ſuch a pub- 
lick Trial, as well as with the Iſſue of it, 


it may be entertaining to obſerye the Di- 1 


verſity. Some, who attended, have not 
Tz to ſay, that nothing of the leaſt Mo- 

jent appear'd againſt the General; that 
the Thing ſeem'd the Effect of Heat or 
Miſtake; and that he muſt ineyitably 
ſhine - forth again with added Luſtre. 
Others, who alſo attended, were of a dif- 
ferent Opinion; they ſaid, that ſome De- 
lay appear'd very evidant to them, but 
whether it were inevitable or not, they did 
not think themſelves qualify'd to decide. 
They obſerv'd, on reading the News of 
the Acquittal, that tho' it was happy and 
honourable to be, acquitted, it, would have 


been ſtill more horourable never to have 
1 "2 been 
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been queſtion'd on ſo very critical and ex- 


traordinary Occaſion. They remark'd, that 
great Minds are ever affected with the moſt 
delicate Senſe of Glory, and inſtance Cæ- 
ſars putting away his Wife, on ſome Ru- 
mours to her Prejudice, which he ſaid he 


knew to be falſe, but added, The Wife of 
Cæſar ſcould not even be queſtiou d. They 
ſaid they could not be perſuaded, that his 


Royal Highneſs, whoſe Juſtice, Favour, 
and Humanity deſcends to the humbleſt 


| Centinel ; and who has (without the leaſt 
Flattery ) diſcoycr'd ſuch excellent Diſcern- 


ment and Conduct, as charms us with the 

brighteſt Proſpect of his being born to re- 
vive the Glory of the Britiſt Arms; they 
ſaid, they could never conceive, that a 
Leader, fo illuſtriouſſy qualify'd, could 
 precipitately exert an A@ that imply'd a 
Cenſure on a great Officer; but that there 
muſt certainly. be very ſtrong and vehe- 
ment Appearances to found it on. They 


obſery'd that the leaſt Colour of Delay, at 


ſo very critical a Juncture, correſponded 


very ill with that Vivacity which ſome late 


News-papers had aſcrib'd to the General, 
laying, The Rebels knew and dreaded no- 


thing 


1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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thing ſo much as his Vi ivacity, and that: it 


was very contrary to the Conduct of Ceſar, 
which, they fay, he talks of emulating z | 


In vain has Nature form! 
| Mount; ns and Oceans to oppoſe his Paſſige "TH 
The Alps and Pyreneans /ink before him; 
He bounds vr all, viftorious in his ROY 
: poet for the Battle.  Apprs. 


I find a great Majority are far from 
Cm if there was any ayoidable De- 
lay, that it was owing to any Want of 
Courage. If any ſeem to heſitate on this 
Head, they chuſe to affirm little, and have 
rather an ungenerous Recourſe to the Reli- 
gion and Politics of his Family; for which 
: they refer, among other Anecdotes, to a 
late Pamphlet, entitled, The Narrative of 
Mrs Frances Shaftoe. But I-muſt obſerve 
here, that if the General has overcome any 
Prejudices of his Education, or of his Fa- 
mily Politics, this is all to his Honour. 
And how is it poſſible to doubt of his 
Loyalty and Gratitude to his Majeſty, and 
his Love of an Eftabliſhment, that has 
enriched and raiſed him ſo diſtinguiſhably ? 
un the Wiſdom of our r Miniſtry, 
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who have ſo long advanced and ſupported 
him, againſt ſuch loud and repeated Accu- 
ſations, muſt be an unanſwerable Teſtimony | 
of his Zeal and Loyalty. 


Again, while ſome 1 his Elevation 
to his intrinſic Merit and Ability, which, 
they affirm, ſnone evidently on the late 
Trial, others, who hunt for more remote 
Cauſcs, and meaſure his Talents from their 
own Eſtimate of his Conduct and Oratory 
on that Occaſion, expreſs their Surprize at 
his ever arriving to be of Conſequence, and 
begin to infer great Parts leſs neceſſary to 
it. They affirm, he diſcovered much leſs 
of that Clearneſs, Force, and Fluency, for 
which he has 7 frequently complimented 
in Proſe and Verſe, than his very ſenſible 
and well-hehaved Proſecutor, who never 
harangu'd a Senate, and has never been ce- 
lebrated in a Magazine or News-paper. 
They are too pleas'd to conceive his firft 
Intereſt to have been of a very peculiar 
Kind, and imagine his Room might be ac- 
ceptable to a former Adminiſtration, which 
preferr'd him to ſo unhealthy a Climate, and 
conclude, that the whole Colony of G.. a, 

which, 


a 
which, they ſay, including the Genetal's 
Regiment, has coſt about Half a Million, 
was no more than a Barrel to the Whale. 
They dream too, as a former Miniſter 
had been thought to chill all the Opera- 
tions of a War, that was greatly againſt 
his Inclination, that the General might 
really fulfil all his Inſtructions with Regard 
to A.. . . e; and that his Prudence and 
Conformity there, and his Poſſeſſion of 


ſuch a Secret, might render him of too 


great Importance to be reſponſible for a 
few human Errors fince. But on this Sup- 
poſition, I think, theſe Cavillers muſt be 
oblig d to abate of their Objections to his 
military Knowledge, and muſt approve his 
Obedience, which he might poſſibly prefer 
to his Glory. In brief, while ſome are very 
poſitive, that his moſt honourable Acquital 
was very ſtrictly due to him; others have 
concluded, that the utmoſt Auen from 
various Conſiderations, exerted that Juſtice, 

while a few myfterious, unintelligible Peo- 
ple, rave very abſurdly about the Intereſt 


of the Smugglers, in which I can diſcover 


neither Senſe x nor Connexion. 


- Now 


F 
Nov, if you, Sir, or the Public, thro” : 
you; & can form any ſettled Character, or 
Concluſion, from ſuch numerous Contra- 
dictions, and ſuch oppoſite Opinions, I ſhall 
have the lucky and unuſual Ability of 
teaching others, more than I can find out 
Myſelf. For while I heartily venerate that 
great Curioſity, Genuine Worth; as I have 
ſuffer d in my Time, for ſome avod-natur's 
Errors, I am poſſibly too cautious of mit 
taking any ſpecious Appearance of it for 
itſelf. I haye been a meer courteous Reader, 
a patient Auditor, and can haye very little 
Proſpect of Indulging the Vanity of an 
Author, when it is not probable I ſhall 
fully gratify either Side, and can entertain 
none but the few Impartial with this Je ne 


5 fee 40, from 
Sir, 


Tour conſtant Reader, 
and Humble Servant, 


PHILAXIAS. 


_—_—.. a 


* This Letter was 1 * one of the public f apers, 
but being too long, is was _—_ proper to publiſh it in this 


Manner” 
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